
BUILDING BRIDGES





For forty years, and in a 140 countries around the globe, Sesame Street has 

engaged and entertained kids with lessons not just about letters and numbers,

but also important life skills.  In recent years, the Sesame “movement” has used

the power of media and the power of Muppets to encourage families to talk

about tough issues, such as going to war, and losing a job; to confront the

stigma of HIV in Sub Saharan Africa, and in doing so, slow down its spread: and

more importantly to reach furry hands across dividing lines in places such as 

Israel and Northern Ireland – in the hope that human hands will follow.

“They say India is comprised of many Indias with its great
diversity. That is why Galli Galli Sim Sim brings much more
than basic education to the children of India.  It brings 
images of diversity, lessons of compassion and reflects the
culture and way of life to help increase understanding
among populations.  By showcasing the differences and
similarities within its borders and beyond, Galli Galli Sim
Sim is building bridges toward a brighter future for 
Indian children.”

Garry E. Knell, 
President & CEO, Sesame Workshop



Galli Galli Sim Sim, the Indian version of Sesame Street, launched in
2006. It uses the combined power of television and innovative 
educational outreach to provide a head start in life to more than 11
million children each year, many of whom are among the most
marginalized in the world. 

Welcome to our Galli! 



BUILDING 
ACCESS

The Galli Galli Sim Sim TV show



A
man lives with his family of six in a temporary,

single-room shelter in a slum on the outskirts of

Delhi, a vast landscape of makeshift houses with

mud floors and community toilets. He has big 

responsibilities on his small shoulders – running 

errands for his family and helping his mother in the daily

household chores. The best part of his day – every morning

when he goes to his neighbor’s house to watch his favorite

television show Galli Galli Sim Sim.

His favorite Galli Galli Sim Sim muppet, full of life and for-

ever curious, introduces him to think in a whole new way –

about the world beyond his own, about ‘taking turns’ with

children of all kinds, and about how to stay healthy and

strong.

To this 4 year old, Chamki isn’t an inanimate character

suddenly come to life from the small screen. Chamki is his

friend. A friend who “drives a train” and who helps him

“learn and have fun”. A friend he wholeheartedly believes

when she says, “Stay in school, study, work hard; there isn’t

anything you can’t do.”



Chamki says, “If you want to

be a good person, then you

must ‘take turns’ with all

kinds of children while 

playing.” 

Aman
4yrs



Broadcast daily on India’s leading children's channels Pogo and
Cartoon Network, Galli Galli Sim Sim bridges divides in India to 
increase the odds that all children have access to preschool 
education and the enduring benefits that early learning brings. 

More than 128 million children from birth to age 6 live in India.1

Despite the country’s rapidly growing middle class, only 40 percent
of children attend preschool.2

Led by the popular Muppets Chamki, Boombah, Googly, Elmo
and their diverse friends, Galli Galli Sim Sim helps India’s youngest
citizens appreciate cultural diversity, as well as helps develop their
cognitive skills and form healthy habits – in order to prepare them
better for school and life. 



BUILDING 
AWARENESS

The Galli Galli Sim Sim’s Mobile Community Viewing



I
n the cluttered alleyways of Bibi Bagan, one of the 

most densely populated slums in Kolkata, 7000 

families jostle for space within a square kilometer of

area. Arifa, a cheerful girl of 6 years lives with her 

parents in this slum, since they migrated from their village in

Bihar. Arifa’s mother is a housewife, while her father is a

butcher at a local meat shop. 

Today, Arifa’s world is so much larger than the slum she

lives in. Her beloved friend from Galli Galli Sim Sim Chamki

has shown her why it’s important to keep her surroundings

clean. She excitedly talks of the day when she and her

friends in her galli armed themselves with brooms and went

on a mission to clean up their streets by collecting garbage

and throwing it into the waste bins. 



“I learned to keep 
everything clean. Our
galli is very dirty and I
learned that through the
dirt germs spread… We
were trying to follow
what was shown in the
program on the push
cart.”

arifa
6 yrs



In the densely packed urban slums of cities like Delhi, Mumbai and
Kolkata, Galli Galli Sim Sim makes house calls. Vegetable carts, 
fitted with TV and DVD players, roll down narrow lanes to bring kids
and their caregivers special episodes and print materials with 
messages on health, hygiene, nutrition and going to school.

Every year in India approximately 1.9 million children die from
preventable diseases before their fifth birthday.3 Diarrhea, 
respiratory tract infections and malnutrition are amongst the 
leading causes of child mortality, and adversely affect motor, 
sensory, cognitive, social and emotional development. Early 
childhood provides a critical window of opportunity to promote
healthy habits such as good hygiene and nutrition, increasing the
likelihood that they will lead healthy and happy lives.

Galli Galli Sim Sim uses the innovative Mobile Community 
Viewing activity to create awareness and improve health
knowledge and attitudes, to encourage parents to send their kids to
school, and to promote gender equity and girl-child empowerment. 



BUILDING
QUALITY

The Galli Galli Sim Sim
Preschool initiative



F
ive your old Veeru arrived in the middle of the school

year and faced anxieties that most kids face when

entering school for the first time. As a result he was

introverted and would not participate in any of the

classroom activities, or interact with peers. His teacher was

at a loss, until she spread out the ‘story pond’, an innovative

pre-literacy tool developed by Galli Galli Sim Sim. She used

the material to encourage Veeru to express himself in a 

non-traditional and child-centered way, an 

approach she probably would not have used without the

help of the ‘story pond,’ soon Veeru started participating in

class and making friends. Now in grade 1, Veeru looks 

forward to school and is well adjusted because of the 

quality early childhood educational inputs he received in his

local childcare center.



“It was very difficult for meto persuade Veeru to open upin the classroom. He was
very reticent and shy. I
wanted so much for him toenjoy his experience with
us, and the story pond 
provided me with a great opportunity.” 

Jaya
Balwadi teacher,

Chennai



In thousands of preschool classrooms around the country, 
teachers and students play, sing, and move with Galli Galli Sim
Sim materials intended to make learning fun AND to improve the
quality of children’s early childhood educational experiences.
These innovative educational kits are based on a whole-child 
curriculum and promote children’s cognitive, social, emotional,
physical, and cultural understanding and skills. 

According to experts, early childhood care and education 
impact is directly related to quality.  However, the current approach
is not likely to yield results because the reality is that there is a large
gap between policy and practice.4

Galli Galli Sim Sim bridges this gap by providing child-centered
materials that support the National Curriculum Framework for early
childhood and training teachers in innovative and play-oriented
methods which helps to improve the level of quality in classrooms.  



BUILDING
CHAMPIONS

From Classrooms to Communities



T
he Galli Galli Sim Sim journey has been punctuated

with some very inspiring stories such as the one of a

childcare center in Ahmadabad. It began as the 

initiative of one teacher and cascaded into an 

incredible community effort towards the health and nutrition

of the children of the center.  

Teacher, Gangaben Patani was determined to 

incorporate a wholesome recipe from the Galli Galli Sim Sim

Nutrition Kit for a weekly midday meal, despite her limited

budgets. When word got around of her initiative, many 

parents came forward to contribute in any way they could.

Many of them are vegetable sellers, and happily offered

fresh produce for the meal, even at the cost of their 

own earnings. 

Today this fun and nutritious weekly meal is the result of

a whole community rallying together for a cause they 

believe in – the wellbeing of, not just their own but, all the

children of the centre. 



“Sometimes one person can makea big difference. Sometimes a lotof us together have to do 
something small to make a bigdifference. We are very happy tobe able to do this for our 
children.”

Daksha Patani, 
parent and vegetable

seller, Ahmadabad



It is critical to involve parents, teachers, and the community to 
reinforce and extend educational messages for children. 

We encourage parents to understand the value of early 
childhood education and to support healthy habits through our
community-based activities.  

We build teachers’ knowledge, attitudes and skills through
training programs and on-the-ground activities, as well as 
innovative approaches such as telephone-based support.  

We also raise awareness of the importance of early childhood
education and development among the general public through
campaigns and partnerships.



BUILDING EVIDENCE
The Galli Galli Sim Sim’s Impact Data
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Research is at the core of everything we do. It informs our content and our processes

and helps us evaluate our programs. Based on monitoring activities and commis-

sioned evaluation studies, we know that multiple platforms of Galli Galli Sim Sim

positively influence Indian children and caregivers.

Reach & Popularity 

• Galli Galli Sim Sim reaches 11 million children (52% of TV watching children aged

4 to 9.5

• Galli Galli Sim Sim is watched by children across all socioeconomic classes and

has an equally divided viewership amongst girls and boys.5

• Galli Galli Sim Sim educational materials and training are provided to over 6,500

preschools and teachers in 8 languages in 6 cities in India, reaching about

2,00,000 children each year.

• Since 2007, Mobile Community Viewing activities have reached over 850,000

children and nearly 300,000 caregivers.



Health, Hygiene and Nutrition 

Among children in Mumbai slum areas where mobile community viewing activities

were conducted: 

• the average score on an assessment of healthy foods increased by 21 percent-

age-points, compared to a 5 percentage-point increase among children living in

the control area.8

• children were significantly more likely to know the proper steps of handwashing

than children who did not participate.9
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Shifting Attitudes

• Caregivers exposed to the Mobile Community Viewing activities in Delhi and

Mumbai showed significant gains in their attitudes towards progressive versus

didactic pedagogy.6

• Parents whose children attended childcare centers (balwadis) where GGSS ma-

terials are used were more likely to provide more educational and developmen-

tally-appropriate toys in the home than caregivers whose children attended

balwadis without GGSS materials.7
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Literacy

• Among children living in non-Hindi-speaking households, watching GGSS is

linked to improved Hindi literacy skills, including recognizing and identifying

letters and words and naming pictures, providing children with a head start in

understanding and communicating within the world around them.10

• Watching GGSS was correlated with improved visual discrimination (an

important pre-literacy skill) among children living in low socioeconomic

classes.10

• One-third of children in centers using GGSS materials were able to narrate at

least one idea in a story about an event in their lives, compared to only onefifth

of children in other centres.7 Narrative skills build vocabulary, sentence

and story construction, and help children to express their ideas and themselves.
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BUILDING TOMORROWThe Galli Galli Sim Sim Future



To us, success is not defined only by the results we achieve that are measurable by research,

but also by the stories we hear from kids, parents, teachers and the community. And in our

Galli, as well as outside it – it’s these stories that tell us about the scale of our impact.

It’s about a community of vegetable sellers coming together to contribute to their local school

– in order to improve the nutrition of their children. It’s about the little extra effort a teacher

takes to be inclusive in her classroom and it’s about that kid who extends her hand to make a

friend irrespective of gender, religion or caste. 

It’s these stories that motivate us to dream big – in a country as complex and diverse as

India, our biggest challenge and our biggest opportunity is reaching the millions of children,

many of whom are among the most marginalized in the world, with quality educational 

experiences. 

We are at a crucial point where we have to continuously find new ways to reach kids, so that

we can continue to hear the stories of change, of sharing, of giving and of kids realizing their

highest potential. 

Extending beyond the television set, we are experimenting with emerging technologies and

platforms such as the cell phone and webcasting. We’re looking at addressing the needs to

children of migrant populations through community radio. We’re looking at setting benchmarks

for quality early childhood education and of helping to improve teacher skills.   And we have

recently established the Asia Center for Children, Learning, and Innovation in Media (ACCLAIM)

to better understand and promote how Asian children learn from media.

These are exciting times on the Galli. So Stay Tuned!

Sashwati Banerjee

Executive Director
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